INTRODUCTION
Much effort has been made to gain more knowledge on the biology of Varroa jacobsoni Oudemans, but the study of important aspects of the life cycle of the mite, like feeding, mating and oviposition, is made difficult by the fact that they take place inside a sealed cell in the bee hive. Many attempts have been made so far to rear the Varroa mite on its host under laboratory conditions (Avdeeva, 1978 (Avdeeva, , 1979 Sakai et al, 1979; Issa and Gonçalves, 1985; Accorti and Nannelli, 1988 ; Chiesa and Milani, 1988; Abbas and Engels, 1989; Chiesa et al, 1989 ; Beetsma and Zonnenveld, 1992) . While a satisfactory survival rate of the mite was achieved, the percentage of fertile females was much lower than that observed under natural conditions. Donzé (1989) 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Cells
Gelatin cells for electron microscopy (Agar Scientific Ltd, Cambridge, UK), sizes 0, 1 and 2 (inner diameter about 7.0, 6.5 and 6.0 mm, respectively) were used. The cap of the cells was pierced 3 or 4 times using a No 2 insect pin to make gas exchange with the exterior possible.
Artificial beeswax cells 5.8 and 6.8 mm inner diameter were capped with a small piece of filter paper (Milani and Chiesa, 1990 (Fisher, 1970 Schulz, 1984) 
